
 

 

THE GATHERING 

The service of worship begins with the prelude; quiet is requested as you enter  
the sanctuary and prepare for worship. In the spirit of Christian fellowship,  
we invite you to wear a name tag which is available from the greeters. As a 
community that prays with and for one another, we invite you to share your  
joys and concerns by using the blue cards available from the ushers and in  
the welcome pad folders. Those parts of the Service of Worship in which the 
congregation participates in word or song are noted in bold type.              
   Please stand as you are able. 

PRELUDE Pastorale (from Sonata I) Guilmant 

* HYMN 478 Praise, My Soul, the King of Heaven  Lauda Anima 

* CALL TO WORSHIP  (based on Isaiah 12): 

Leader: Give thanks to the LORD, call on God's name;  

People: We will make known God's deeds among the nations;  

Leader: Proclaim that his name is exalted 

People: We will sing praises to the LORD  

Leader: Shout aloud and sing for joy! 

People: For great in our midst is the Holy One of Israel.   

INTROIT                                 John Carter 

 O for a thousand tongues to sing my great Redeemer’s praise,  
 the glories of my God and King, the triumphs of His grace. 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS          

CALL TO CONFESSION   
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PRAYER OF CONFESSION 

Gracious God, through your prophets you promised there will be a 
new heaven and a new earth. Remind us that you are not only the 
dream-giver, but the one who brings dreams to fruition.  If we have 
become tired of dreaming dreams and seeing visions, forgive us.  
Surprise us with joy and energize us anew to be faithful and joyful 
disciples of Jesus Christ, the builder and foundation of our lives, in 
whose name we pray. 

PRAYERS OF SILENT AND INDIVIDUAL CONFESSION 

WORDS OF ASSURANCE 

Leader: Friends, believe and proclaim the Good News:  
 in Jesus Christ, love breaks through hatred, hope breaks 

through despair, life breaks through death. 

People:  In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven, loved, and set free.   
Thanks be to God!  Amen. 

* CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE Hymnal No. 579 Gloria Patri 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost;  
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world  
without end.  Amen, Amen.  

RECEPTION OF NEW MEMBERS  

* EXCHANGE OF PEACE 

 Leader: Let us open our hearts to one another as Christ has opened          
 his heart to us, and God will be glorified. 

 People: The peace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with you. 

(Exchange Signs of Reconciliation and the Peace of Christ with your 
neighbor - e.g., “The Peace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with you.”  

Response - “And also with you.”)         

TIME WITH CHILDREN  

* HYMN 282      If Thou but Trust in God to Guide Thee     
   Wer Nur Den Lieben Gott 

+ Children leave for their Classes.  Youth remain for worship. + 



 

 

THE WORD 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION 

FIRST LESSON Isaiah 65:17-25 

ANTHEM Is Any Afflicted, Let Him Pray William Billings 

Is any afflicted, let him pray. 
Is any of you merry, let him sing psalms, 
Singing and making melody in your hearts to the Lord.  
Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly,  
Teaching and admonishing one another in psalms and hymns and songs of joy. 

SECOND LESSON Luke 21:5-19 

SERMON                          “Divine Blueprints”       Rev. Richard S. Hong 

OFFERTORY Judge Eternal Gerre Hancock 

Judge eternal, throned in splendor, Lord of lords and King of kings, 
with thy living fire of judgment purge this land of bitter things; 
solace all its wide dominion with the healing of thy wings. 
Still the weary folk are pining for the hour that brings release, 
and the city's crowded clangor cries aloud for sin to cease; 
and the homesteads and the woodlands  plead in silence for their peace. 
Crown, O God, thine own endeavor; cleave our darkness with thy sword; 
feed all those who do not know thee with the richness of thy word; 
cleanse the body of this nation through the glory of the Lord. 
 

* THE DOXOLOGY                   Old Hundredth 
  

 Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;  
 Praise God all creatures here below.   
 Praise God above, ye heavenly host.  
 Creator, Son and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

PASTORAL PRAYER & THE LORD’S PRAYER 

 Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy kingdom 
 come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day 
 our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors;  
 and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine   
 is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever.  Amen.  



  

 

     THE SENDING OUT 

* HYMN 344 Christ of the Upward Way  Sursum Corda 

* BENEDICTION 

* CHORAL AMEN 

POSTLUDE Finál (from Sonata I) Guilmant  

Our worship ends with the conclusion of the Postlude. (It is the custom of our church to 
remain seated. Those who wish to leave may do so.) 

 

*     *     *     *     * 

NOTES ON TODAY’S MUSIC 

Three American composers are featured in today’s choral music. William Billings  
(1746 — 1800) was a colonial American composer from Boston, and is widely regarded  
as the father of American choral music. In addition to his involvement in establishing 
“Singing Schools” Billings created what is now recognized as a uniquely American style.  
John Carter (b. 1930) is a prolific composer working in Columbus, Ohio.  Gerre Hancock 
(1934 — 2012) was one of the most respected and beloved church musicians in America. 
Best known for his work at St. Thomas, Fifth Avenue in New York City, Gerre 
concertized widely and was one of the best improvisers of his generation. Almost exactly 
one hundred years earlier French organist Alexandre Guilmant (1837 — 1911) was an 
influential teacher and widely-travelled organ recitalist. In addition to his position at 
Paris’ La Trinité Church, Guilmant founded the Schola Cantorum school for sacred 
musicians, toured extensively in the United States, and established a school of liturgical 
music in New York City. 

*     *     *     *     * 

TODAY’S SCRIPTURE READINGS 

Isaiah 65:17-25 (NRSV) 
 

 For I am about to create new heavens and a new earth; the former 
things shall not be remembered or come to mind. 18But be glad and 
rejoice forever in what I am creating; for I am about to create Jerusalem as 
a joy, and its people as a delight. 19I will rejoice in Jerusalem, and delight 
in my people; no more shall the sound of weeping be heard in it, or the 
cry of distress. 20No more shall there be in it an infant that lives but a few 
days, or an old person who does not live out a lifetime; for one who dies 
at a hundred years will be considered a youth, and one who falls short of 



 

 

a hundred will be considered accursed. 21They shall build houses and 
inhabit them; they shall plant vineyards and eat their fruit. 22They shall 
not build and another inhabit; they shall not plant and another eat; for 
like the days of a tree shall the days of my people be, and my chosen 
shall long enjoy the work of their hands. 23They shall not labor in vain, 
or bear children for calamity; for they shall be offspring blessed by the 
LORD— and their descendants as well. 24Before they call I will answer, 
while they are yet speaking I will hear. 25The wolf and the lamb shall  
feed together, the lion shall eat straw like the ox; but the serpent—its 
food shall be dust! They shall not hurt or destroy on all my holy 
mountain, says the LORD. 
 
Luke 21:5-19 (NRSV) 
 

 When some were speaking about the temple, how it was adorned 
with beautiful stones and gifts dedicated to God, he said, 6“As for these 
things that you see, the days will come when not one stone will be left 
upon another; all will be thrown down.” 7They asked him, “Teacher, 
when will this be, and what will be the sign that this is about to take 
place?” 8And he said, “Beware that you are not led astray; for many will 
come in my name and say, ‘I am he!’ and, ‘The time is near!’ Do not  
go after them. 9“When you hear of wars and insurrections, do not be 
terrified; for these things must take place first, but the end will not 
follow immediately.” 10Then he said to them, “Nation will rise against 
nation, and kingdom against kingdom; 11there will be great earthquakes, 
and in various places famines and plagues; and there will be dreadful 
portents and great signs from heaven. 12“But before all this occurs, they 
will arrest you and persecute you; they will hand you over to synagogues 
and prisons, and you will be brought before kings and governors because 
of my name. 13This will give you an opportunity to testify. 14So make up 
your minds not to prepare your defense in advance; 15for I will give  
you words and a wisdom that none of your opponents will be able to 
withstand or contradict. 16You will be betrayed even by parents and 
brothers, by relatives and friends; and they will put some of you to 
death. 17You will be hated by all because of my name. 18But not a hair  
of your head will perish. 19By your endurance you will gain your souls. 

 
*     *     *     *     * 




